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The Vanguard with Forsaking “Laborers”:
The Recruitment Policy of the Chinese
Communist Party in the Xi Jinping Era

Takashi Suzuki

Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Studies,
School of Foreign Studies, Aichi Prefectural University

[Abstract]

From the perspective of party organization theory, the object of
this paper is to examine the trend of the Communist Party of China
(CPC)’s recruitment of its members and the resulting changes in the
occupational composition of the Party during the Xi Jinping era.

Since Xi Jinping has become the General Secretary in 2012,
there has been a more pronounced restraint in joining the Party
than in the Hu Jintao era. As a result, the number of enrolled party
members has increased in terms of the ratio of party members to the
total population. However, the speed of growth in the number of party
members has slowed down.

Today, among the registered members of CPC, the total number of
people who work in “the Party organs and governmental offices & F T.
{E1%RE T/ A\ B ” and those in “the managerial positions or technical
jobs of companies, non-profit groups and social organizations 1%
EER -t EHSEH AN B NEERT AR ”, exceeds that of
“laborers T. A ” and “peasants, stock-farmers and fishermen B4/
[ ”. In 2021, the 100th commemorative anniversary of the founding
of CPC, the largest occupational group of the Party is also likely to
be replaced by the above white-collar strata for the primary industrial

workers.
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Considering the raison d’étre of the class party, therefore, it is
difficult to identify the existing CPC as a “Communist Party in China”.
Moreover, in terms of the Party organizational structure, Xi Jinping
has been pursuing “the Great Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation
FERJFEEA/ER 2 in the 21st century through actively pushing a

“Communist Party in China” into a state of nominal existence.

Keywords: The Communist Party of China, party building, party

members, the occupational composition of the Party
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